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Introduction
There are a lot of ethical dilemmas that people face in their lives. These ethical dilemmas bring with them various consequences of which some may be smaller, while others may have a long-lasting effect on the individual. The world that we live in offers various views and people follow different views and codes in making decisions. Most of the time, decisions are guided by core beliefs and values as well as the beliefs that an individual or group or even the society at large have. Ethical dilemmas are common and whenever people find themselves in such dilemmas, the have to make decisions based on the beliefs views and values that govern the behaviour and conduct of people. For this assignment, the ethical dilemma on abortion will be analyzed from a Christian viewpoint or perspective considering the core beliefs involved and compared with those of atheism and also evaluate the unintended consequences of following the Christian world view in making and ethical decision in this scenario.
Ethical Dilemma
The case involves Susan who is finally pregnant after several attempts but is unfortunate to be carrying a child who has been detected to be having Down syndrome. The doctors have, therefore, suggested that she aborts the fetus. Susan feels that her successful career and the need to maintain a healthy balance between her work and family are at risk. She is also very uncomfortable with the idea suggested by her doctors of aborting the fetus.
The dilemma that she is faced with is whether to abort the fetus or proceed to give birth to a child with Down syndrome who is bound to suffer pain throughout his or her life. It is difficult to decide in this scenario since she is interested in having a child while at the same time fears for the suffering that the child will go through. She is unable to comprehend life without her baby and also the suffering that the baby is bound to undergo if she decides to keep the pregnancy and give birth to the baby.
One of the options for resolving this scenario is for her to proceed with the abortion. Through this option, she will have gone against the ethical value of not killing that is required of her as a Christian. Christians believe that it is immoral to abort a baby. The Christian world view holds that pregnancy encompasses a life given by God and therefore, no one should end it at will. Thus, aborting is seen by Christians to be an act of killing which is against the ten commandments given to Moses as stipulated in the Bible. The other is for her to give birth despite the medical condition of the child. This decision goes against the advice of the professional doctors as the baby is set to develop a lot of problems because of its medical condition. This option will make one question why she would ignore the advice of the doctors and proceed to let the child suffer in her life. Giving birth to the child somewhat inflicts pain to the baby because the doctors have already confirmed down syndrome.
Core Beliefs
Christians believe in the existence of God and the protection of humanity. This is relevant to the scenario as it deals with the issue of harming the life of the unborn child. The Christians perspective on this matter is based on the core beliefs of their religion and the views that they hold.  One such world view is that of the commandment which states that “you shall not murder” (Exodus 20:13 NIV). The doctors and also the professor of evolutionary biology have advised her to proceed with aborting the child which in Christian view entails killing an unborn baby. This is being done to prevent the suffering that the child would get in life.  However, this is against the Christian belief of respect for human life and the commandment that requires no one to commit murder. The case against abortion is also supported by the penalty given to two men for causing a woman to lose her child in the book of Exodus (Exodus 21:22-25 NIV). The Christians believe that it is a sin to carry out an abortion which should be punished as it was done in the Bible. The commitment to this influences her decision as she would not like to go against the teachings of the Bible, and thus, she is more likely to keep the child.
Therefore, the believe enshrined in the Christian religion is likely to influence Susan to keep the pregnancy to uphold the value of life. The act of abortion entails killing and this is against God’s commandments. As such, the decision is likely to favour keeping the [regency with the hope that the baby can recover from the conditions with faith and belief of healing from God.
Resolution
 Christianity advocates against abortion and recommends the bringing to life of the child (Maguire, 2016). Therefore, the Christians proposal will be for her to keep the child in line with the beliefs and values of Christianity. In following the commandment that is specified in the Bible and which Christians duly follow and respect, the best Christian thing for Susan to do would be to refuse to undertake abortion but keep the pregnancy and bring the child to life. She would ensure that the child is born despite the medical condition of the baby and thus not go against the Christian beliefs. She could then decide to dedicate her time to raising the child properly by caring and attending to the child’s needs to reduce the suffering that the baby will be going through. Through this, Susan would have respected and upheld the Christian views in regards to murder and also ensured that she finally has a child of her own. The best course of action for a Christian is, therefore, to obey the beliefs and commandments prohibiting killing and keep the pregnancy and pray that God can avert the medical condition of the unborn child
Evaluation
The decision that Susan makes is going to have a lot of implications on her life henceforth. The fact that she decides to keep the baby which is a moral thing to do according to the Christian views will ensure that she indeed finally has a baby. She will, therefore, be taking her chances of dealing with a baby with Down syndrome all her life. She feels that the satisfaction of having a baby despite the medical condition is much more as compared to carrying out the abortion. The benefit that Susan might get through this is that she will have adhered to the commandment specified in the bible and also give her child the fighting chance in life. Therefore, she can rest well knowing deep down that she has done the right thing by bringing her child to full term.
However, some of the unintended consequences that might result from following the Christian worldview in deciding, in this case, is causing suffering to the kid for the rest of its life after birth. Susan might at one point find her self blaming herself for the plight of the child after birth. This is because without giving birth to the kid, she could save the kid from pain but deciding to carry the pregnancy on and giving birth means the onset of the suffering of the kid and this might haunt her as the main cause. This will be an unintended consequence.
Comparison
The decision made by Susan based on her Christian beliefs is something that would have been totally different in the case that she would have been an atheist. The atheists believe that there is no God (Jones & Molinari 2018). This would have been very critical in determining the decision that she would have taken.  The fact that as an atheist she would not be believing in God would mean that the responsibility of carrying out the decision is not influenced by any Christian values but by her own self.
In the ethical dilemma, the atheists' view would have brought a lot of difference because she would have gone ahead to consider her interests more than that of the child. While the Christian view would have forced or necessitated her to take the decision of keeping the child, the atheist platform would have offered a different opinion and created a clear need for aborting the unborn baby. She would have nothing that would make her feel that abortion is wrong and this would have ended up in her accepting and going ahead with the abortion.
Susan also has a successful career and this is something that she cherishes so much. She would see no reason in her losing her career due to the time that will be involved in taking care of a child with Down syndrome. She would definitely pursue her interest which is to continue having a successful career and maybe think that she could have another chance to get a baby without such a condition in future. The interest that she has would have come first and therefore, she would have aborted the baby.
Conclusion
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ethical dilemma on abortion has brought a lot of confusion to Susan in her attempts to stay true to the core beliefs of Christianity while at the same time having to deal with the child with the medical condition for the rest of her life. The fact that she may lose her career is also something that gives her sleepless nights as it will also be challenging to raise a family without having a source of income. This puts a firm test on the Christian views that she holds and respects. She has to choose whether to stick to the Christian views that she propagates or consider her interest at this time. These are the kind of ethical dilemmas that most people go through in their lives, and thus, it is crucial to find an appropriate way in which one can deal with them. The choices that they make will either solidify the beliefs that they have or expose them to the ways of the world with no beliefs such as atheism. For Susan, given that she is a Christian, the best thing to do is to avoid abortion and keep the pregnancy to birth so as not to violate the commandments of God. However, this would be different if she was an atheist because atheists do not believe in God.
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